
Hamil ton  County  General  Fund

Structural Imbalance
P r o j e c t e d  S t r u c t u a l  I m b a l a n c e

( F o r  2 0 1 9  a n d  B e y o n d )
$20 - $40 MM

S t a t e  C u t s

( A n n u a l l y  s i n c e  2 0 0 0 )
-$13 MM

T h e  B a n k s S t a d i u m s H C J F S M S D

County General Fund Does Not Support:

BUDGET BASICS

Hami l ton  County 's  genera l  fund  i s  the  pr imary  source  o f  fund ing  for  core  serv i ces  and
sta te -mandated  funct ions  such  as  operat ing  a  county  ja i l  and  manag ing  911  Serv i ces .  70
percent  o f  genera l  fund  revenues  go  towards  pub l i c  sa fe ty .  Hami l ton  County  has  a
s t ruc tura l  imba lance  due  to  s ta te  cuts ,  s tagnant  revenues  and  increas ing  cos ts .  

M e d i c a i d  M a n a g e d  C a r e

( A n n u a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  l a w  c h a n g e )
-$6 MM

Prioritizes Public
Safety

Addresses Needed
Infrastructure &
Technology

Supports Diversion, Treatment,
and Reentry Services to free up
Jail Beds
Sustainably Funds
Operation of Crime Lab
Funds Jail Management
Technology

Preserves iconic County buildings
including 100 year-old Courthouse
and Juvenile Court at 800 Broadway
Addresses $200 million in deferred
capital maintenance
Invests in technology to enhance
efficiency of operations

Hamilton County is currently spending at the same level as 2000. Since the recession in 2008, Commissioners cut the
County budget by a third. They reduced the workforce by approximately 750 position, froze wages, furloughed
employees, sold properties (Drake Hospital, 237 William Howard Taft, etc.), restructured debt, instituted health care
solutions, invested in energy efficiencies, implemented shared services, eliminated nonessential programs, and closed
a jail. Sales Tax revenue - which averaged over 7% annual growth from 1970s through 1990s- has fundamentally
changed, now averaging 1.5% annual growth for almost 20 years. 

The proposed 2020 Budget is balanced at $276 million by continuing the one-quarter
percent sales tax that is currently set to expire in April of 2020. The Administrator's

proposed budget prioritizes public safety, infrastructure, and local communities.

Exhausting All Other Options: 

Strengthens
Communities

Shifts burden of 9-1-1 detail rates
back to County so communities
can reinvest in public safety
Strengthens partnerships
promoting revitalization
including infrastructure
development, site readiness and
housing.

A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  R e c o m m e n d e d  B u d g e t



Hamil ton  County  General  Fund

S t a t e  o f  O h i o ' s
P o r t i o n  o f  t h e

S a l e s  Ta x

H a m i l t o n
C o u n t y  G e n e r a l

F u n d  

0.5%
V o t e r - A p p r o v e d
U n i o n  Te r m i n a l

E x p i r e s  A p r .
2 0 2 0

0.25%

SALES TAX BASICS

V o t e r - A p p r o v e d
S t a d i u m  Ta x

0.5%

Sales Tax Fun Facts:
Hamilton County's 0.5% sales tax currently produces
$80 million and makes up a third of the General Fund.
Hamilton County’s sales tax rate has remained
unchanged since half-cent sales tax took effect in
1970- nearly 50 years ago!
Of Ohio's 88 counties, 55 have higher combined sales
tax rates than Hamilton County.
In recent years, 25 of Ohio's 88 counties increased
sales tax to help offset state cuts and solve public
safety issues.

Hamilton County's combined sales tax rate is 7 percent. A large chunk of that 7 percent goes to the State of Ohio.
Smaller portions of the sales tax go to fund the stadiums, Union Terminal and the County's General Fund. In 2013, the
State of Ohio increased its sales tax rate to 5.75 percent. Hamilton County's general fund portion of the sales tax rate
has been 0.5 percent since 1970.  Here's the sales tax breakdown:

5.75% = 7%
To t a l  C o m b i n e d

S a l e s  Ta x  i n
H a m i l t o n

C o u n t y

Schedule:
Tues., Oct. 1

Thurs., Oct. 3

Tues., Oct. 8

Thurs., Oct. 10 

BOCC Receives Independent
Financial Review Report *

6:30 pm Public Hearing at
Sharonville Convention Center

6:30 pm Public Hearing at
Silverton Town Hall

1:15 pm Public Hearing at
Hamilton County Admin Building

Continuing the one-quarter percent
sales tax that is currently set to

expire in April of 2020 will generate
$20 million in 2020 and

approximately $40  million annually
thereafter.

*Commissioners partnered with the Cincinnati Business Committee to provide an
independent, thorough analysis of the county’s structural deficit to find efficiencies and
savings. Commissioners are expected to receive the report on October 1, 2019 in order

to assess those recommendations prior to final action on the 2020 budget.  


